
February 2022 Newsletter
Our Mission Statement
The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 
 of Coldwater, MI is to:
† Glorify  God by bringing others into Communion with Him,
† Nurture the spiritual, emotional, physical 
 and social needs of its congregation,
† Encourage faithful stewardship of the God given gifts of time, 
 talent, and substance, and
† Be sensitive to the needs of our greater community.

February Liturgists
Feb. 6- Tarina Macklem
Feb. 13- Bob Stewart
Feb. 20- Lorie Hershberger
Feb. 27- Tarina Macklem

March Liturgists
March 6- Karen Maxson
March 13- Doris Heinemann
March 20- Lisa Renshaw
March 27- Julie Lewis

February Counters
Julie Lewis
Tarina Macklem
Linda Parr

March Counters
Dennis Farwell
Pete Metters
Carol Ludlow

Sunday Schedule:
11:00 am Worship Service

Coffee & Fellowship Hour follows 
the service

Sunday School Schedule:
Adult Sunday School meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am 

at the church

    Finance Committee Report ~$$$$
**Monthly Needs for 2022 budget

Needed Monthly to meet budget:$14,147.00
Needed weekly to meet budget $3,523.75
Annual Per Capita: payment   $3,680.00

**Financial Report from : **
January  2022 Income and Expenses
Income and Donations:  $16,363.95
Payments and Payroll:  $18,194.27
Weekly Giving
Jan 2nd-  $3,694.10
Jan 9th-  $2,913.91
Jan 16th-  $2,285.53
Jan 23rd- $1,781.53

The total 2022 per capita rate is $35.23 per person. 
That rate includes $8.98 for the Office of the 
General Assembly, $3.25 for the Synod of the 

Covenant and $23.00 for the presbytery.



Greetings to you whom God loves unconditionally,
     (From Max Lucado devotional)
“In your lives you must think and act like Christ Jesus”  Philippians 2:5
“If a sentence or two could capture Gods’ desire for each of us, it might read like this:
     God loves you just the way you are, but He refuses to leave you that way.  He wants you to be 
just like Jesus.”
     God loves you just the way you are.  If you think His love for you would be stronger if your 
faith were, you are wrong.  If you think His love would be deeper if your thoughts were, wrong 
again.  Don’t confuse Gods’ love with the love of people.  The love of people often increases 
with performance and decreases with mistakes.  Not so with God’s love. He loves you right 
where you are.”  Just Like Jesus.
     Know that God loves you and wishes to be near you.
Hence we worship Him, in the sanctuary, in our homes, in our cars, at our activities, in 
creation,in our minds and in our hearts.
     Last  month I wrote about the importance of worship.  God led the Hebrew people out of 
Egypt to WORSHIP HIM.  He leads us in our lives to worship as well.  We cannot be worthy of 
God’s love because we are sinners, but God accepts us as we are.  What a miracle, but God wants 
better for us.  How can you be better for God today?  Better in our thoughts, better in our actions, 
better in our worship, better in our kindness to others, better in our giving of ourselves?  Only 
you know the answer to my question.  Let’s each of us strive to be better than we are for Jesus’ 
sake!!
May God bless you all,
Susan

A personal note from Pastor Susan:
    I want to thank all of you who gave so selflessly during my illness-FOOD, cards, calls, 
PRAYERS,  You are amazing and I am grateful for each and every one of you.  Thank you!



 SESSION SUMMARY
THURSDAY JANUARY 13, 2022

Session met at 6:00 PM with 6 of our 9 Board members.  
Rev. Jim Hegedus of Jackson was our Moderator.  

Bruce Gregory was present to report on the Facilities Committee.

Rev. Hegedus opened the meeting with An Every Day Prayer written by William Barclay of the 
Church of Scotland.

The minutes of the December 2021 meeting was approved.

Velma Cole gave the Treasurers report.

Bruce was reporting on the handicap parking slots.  The City and County have regulations once 
a business, church redoes their parking lot.  To comply with their regulations, we will need to 
make one of the handicap spots van accessible.  We have 76 to 100 parking spaces.  This re-
quires 4 handicap spaces, we have 11. It was discussed to remove the handicap spots on the East 
side of the building.  Bruce will contact the paving company to get an estimate on removing the 
spaces on the East side and then making one space on the North side wider for van accessibility.

Paul Hershberger reported for the Worship Committee.  He has streaming from the Preston 
Hollow Church in Dallas TX for the month of January.  Clerk Lewis will get pulpit supply for 
February 6 so that we may have communion.  Paul will continue with streaming for Sunday 
services until we know when Pastor Reichenberg will be back.

Under old business, we elected Amber Henry as our Interim Treasurer.

It was approved for the Humane Society to use our parking lot February 5 for Freezin For A
Reason.  They have done this in the past.  Cindy will be there to have the church opened to use 
the rest rooms and kitchen.
   
Our meeting closed with prayer at 7:50 PM.  

Our next Session meeting will be Thursday February 17th.
Julie Lewis
Clerk of Session

From Your 
Session...



February Deacon In Charge
Lisa Renshaw

February Ushers
February 6- Elevator Door:  Tarina Macklem  Calvin Hall Door:  Lorie Hershberger
February 13- Elevator Door:  Bob Stewart Calvin Hall Door:  Linda Stewart
February 20- Elevator Door:  Mary Farwell Calvin Hall Door:  Bruce Gregory
February 27- Elevator Door:  Dean Williams Calvin Hall Door:  Lois Williams

Please let the Deacon in charge know if you are unable to usher.
Deacon in Charge reminder:
Flowers: Deacon in Charge for the month will be in charge of taking down the flowers from the 
chancel. Please check first with the person(s) who donated the flowers to see if they would like 
them. Remaining flowers should be delivered to Shut Ins or members of the congregation who 
might be in the hospital.

When removing the flowers – there are bags behind the alter to take the flowers downstairs 
without dripping. Please be careful not to touch the brass vases as the fingerprints are difficult to 
remove.

Cleaning the Sanctuary after the service: The Deacon in Charge and the Ushers pick up the 
Sanctuary after each service. That includes putting away bibles and hymnals, cleaning up 
bulletins and any debris left behind by the congregation. Please also check the status of pencils, 
offering envelopes, birthday/anniversary inserts in the pews and replenish as necessary. A 
supply of these is in the back of the sanctuary next to the attendance book.

On the last Sunday of the month, please turn the attendance sheet over for the following 
month, or if the sheet has already been used, the Deacon in Charge will pick up the clipboards 
at both ends of the pews and put them in church office

Communion Dates: 
February 6th, 2022
March 6th, 2022



Prayers: 
† Jan Breckenridge who recently had hip replacement surgery.
† Colin Patrick, Bob & Linda Stewarts’s daughter in law’s, Melonie’s nephew, 
After many weeks of hospitalization in Jackson, Colin was transferred to Detroit 
Children’s Hospital.  After over 30 days on a ventilator, he was removed and recently was able to 
sit in a wheelchair.  Unfortunately, he continues to have multiple seizures a day.  Colin’s family 
thanks you for your prayers and asks that they continue.
† Vera Renshaw, (Mike’s mom), family and friends as they grieve her death
† Jackie Livensparger, (Lamar’s daughter -in law) test results show stage 1 cancer.
† Nancy Burkeen, coworker of Dennis Farwell, continues stage 4 cancer treatments with
 mixed results.

Praises
January 2nd, 2022
† Our Guest- Jim Hegedus
†Pastor Susan being on the mend
†A patient, kind congregation

January 9th, 2022
† Salvation
† New beginnings
† Longer days, more sunshine

January 16th, 2022
† For the “Living of These Days” Series
† The Heath Clinic serving the community for 20 years
† All the volunteers who took the Christmas decorations down.

January 23rd, 2022
† 2 Cents a Meal offering
† The Worship Committee

January 30th, 2022
† The generous 2 cents a meal offering.
† Volunteers! 
† Prayer Warriors



FPC Presbyterian Women
February Presbyterian Women

February comes with snow and storms and a lot of members going to warmer weather.  As a 
result of this there will be a Co-Or team meeting on Tuesday Feb. 15th at 10:00 am.

Deborah circle continues to meet. They are studying What My Grandmothers Taught Me. 
Deborah Circle voted to make a donation to a charity two times a year. This is donated from 
the membership of the circle and not out of the treasury of Deborah Circle. This will be done in 
April and November.

Sarah Circle will resume meeting in April.

We wanted to take this opportunity to thank everyone who participated in the Boutique and 
online auction. We have had some great feedback from people. It would not be possible without 
dedicated helpers at all stages of the boutique. We need to give a big shout out to Cindy Fickle 
and Lisa Renshaw who organized, took pictures, and set up the online auction!

We continue working on prayer shawls.  Everyone is encouraged to be a part of this wonderful 
mission.

Saturday April 23, 2022 we will be hosting the Presbytery of Lake Michigan Women’s Spring 
Gathering. This is open to All the women of the church. So please MARK your calendars...
Watch your newsletters and bulletins for more information on this event.

Thanks for participating in the life of this church!

Jan Corey, Chris Doll, Carol Ludlow, Beth Montgomery, Sue Paarlberg, Linda Stewart

FPC’s Outreach Report
Diaper Pantry Work Schedule for February
2/3- Dean and Lois
2/10- Jan C. and Linda P
2/17- Cindy and Ashlyn
2/24- Chris and Jan B
For the month of January 65 children diaper packages were handed out and 3 adult.

Branch County Food Pantry
110 pounds of food was collected for the Food Pantry for January. 

The item of the month for February is canned soups and crackers. 



  
     

BIRTHDAYS
Dennis Farwell  02/03
Mike Renshaw    02/05
Opal Farwell    02/16
Ture Farwell    02/16
James Brown     02/27

Sarah Circle will not meet in Feb, or March. 
They will resume their circle meetings in April.

Pastor Susan plans to be back in the pulpit on 
February 6th. Praises! 

2¢ A Meal offering was $226.00 for the diaper 
Pantry

Thank you~
I wish to thank the Fellowship Committee for 
the surprise luncheon during coffee hour, and 
boy was it a surprise! I also want to thank the 
counting teams that have so graciously given 
their time and talents. The Finance committee for 
their guidance and assistance. The Administrative 
Assistant for her support and everyone that has 
helped me during my almost 8 years as treasurer. 
Again, Thank You!!!! Velma Cole

Free Medical Clinic
Happy 20th Anniversary to the Presbyterian 

Health Clinic! 
Thank you so much for the immeasurably 

valuable work you have done for our community. 
Serving 36,261 (2002-2022) 

To all the volunteers who have supported the 
clinic for 20 years, Thank you! 

The clinic hours are:
Thursdays from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm

If you have questions about the clinic you can 
call the church office during church office hours 
or the clinic during clinic hours at 
517-278-6068.

Stay safe and healthy! 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day:
2-5-22- Isa. 6:1-8, Ps. 138, 1 Cor. 15:1-11, 
Luke 5:1-11

2-13-22- Jer. 17:5-10, Ps. 1, Cor. 15:12-
20,Luke 6:17-26

2-20-22- Gen. 45:3-11, 15, Ps. 37:1-11, 39-
40, 1 Cor. 15:35-38, 42-50, Luke 6:27-38

2-27-22-Ex. 34:29-35, Ps. 99. 
2Cor. 3:12-4:2, Luke 9:28-43a

Wednesday March 2nd Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Isa. 58:1-12, Ps. 51:1-17, 
2Cor.5:2b-6:10, Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21

3-6-22-Deut. 26:1-11, Ps. 91:1-2,9-16, 
Rom. 10:8b-13, Luke 4:1-13

3-13-22- Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18, Ps. 27, 
Phil. 3:17-4:1, Luke 13:31-35

3-20-22- Isa. 55:1-9, Ps. 63:1-8, 
1 Cor. 10:1-13, Luke 13:1-9

3-27-22- Josh. 5:9-12, Ps. 32:2, 
2 Cor. 5:16-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32



Game Day Recipes (Super Bowl Feb. 13, 2022)
Brown Sugar Smokies
Bacon-wrapped yummies! You can make 
these little smokies on skewers or 
toothpick them to secure.
Ingredients
1 pound bacon
1 (16 ounce) package little smokie sausages
1 cup brown sugar, or to taste 

White Castle Mock sliders        
    1 lb ground beef
    8 ounces shredded cheddar cheese 
    0.5 (1 1/4 ounce) package onion soup mix
    1 small onion, chopped fine
    2 (20 count) packages Pepperidge farm rolls
    40 slices dill pickles, about
Cindy  (one of my family’s favorite)

Strawberry Valentine Chex Mix
Ingredients
    4-6 cups Rice Chex cereal
    1 8- oz bag Strawberry Candy Melts OR
    1 bag of white chocolate baking chips {12 oz} AND
    1 box of Strawberry Creme Jell-O Pudding** {pudding NOT gelatin!}
    Valentines M&M’s and/or Sprinkles
Instructions
Measure out Chex cereal into a large bowl. Note: if you’re using the Strawberry Candy Melts, you’ll use 4 cups 
of cereal. If you’re using the white chocolate chips + pudding mix, you’ll use 6 cups of cereal.
    Pour chocolate into a small glass dish. Add 1/2 tsp shortening, if desired, to help the chocolate coat the cereal 
easier. Microwave for 1 minute 20 seconds. Let sit in the microwave for 3 minutes. Remove and gently stir. If 
chocolate loves its shape and looks smooth, it’s done. If not, return to the microwave in 15 second increments, 
letting it sit for 2-3 minutes each time, until melted and smooth.
    If you used White Chocolate Chips + Pudding Mix: Add 4 TBSP of the strawberry creme pudding into the 
white chocolate and stir gently until smooth. Add 2 drops of red food coloring, if desired.
    Pour the chocolate mixture over the Chex cereal and stir gently to coat.
    Transfer cereal mixture to a large piece of wax paper. Sprinkle with M&M’s and Valentines sprinkles, if 
desired. Let cool to set. Break pieces and store in an airtight container to save. Candy can be made up to 3-4 
days ahead, if desired. It saves well!

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
Cut bacon into thirds and wrap each strip around 
a little sausage. Place the wrapped sausages on 
wooden skewers, several to a 
skewer. Arrange the skewers on a baking sheet 
and sprinkle them liberally with brown sugar.
Bake until bacon is crisp and the brown sugar 
melted.
   
DIRECTIONS
   Brown ground beef, and drain.
    Stir in cheese, soup and onion, til cheese melts.
    Cut buns in half.
    Spread burger mixture on buns. 
    Wrap in foil.
    Bake 350 for 15-20 minutes.
    Open from foil and top each with pickle slice.
    Serve immediately
These freeze well, either baked or unbaked.

Valentine’s Day Recipes



Kids and Adults alike Connection...







Come Join Us On Sunday
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am ~Worship Service

12:00 pm Coffee and Fellowship

Handicapped accessible building

Meet our Church Staff       

Pastor, Rev. Susan Reichenberg
Adult Bell Choir Director, Rita Snyder

Administrative Assist, Cindy Fickle
Office Assistance, Amber Henry

Custodian, Rob Denniston
Accompanist, Liz Mowen

First Presbyterian Church    52 Marshall  Street, Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone:  517-278-6068        2nd# 517-278-7848     

Church E-mail Address: ColdwaterFPC@gmail.com
cindypresby@hotmail.com for Administrative Assistant

Website: https://www.firstprescoldwater.org

Rev. Susan Reichenberg    (567)242-8722   sreichenberg8227@gmail.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
52 MARSHALL STREET
COLDWATER, MI 49036
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NEWSLETTER


