
March 2022 Newsletter
Our Mission Statement
The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 
 of Coldwater, MI is to:
† Glorify  God by bringing others into Communion with Him,
† Nurture the spiritual, emotional, physical 
 and social needs of its congregation,
† Encourage faithful stewardship of the God given gifts of time, 
 talent, and substance, and
† Be sensitive to the needs of our greater community.

March Liturgists
March 6- Karen Maxson
March 13- Doris Heinemann
March 20- Lisa Renshaw
March 27- Julie Lewis

April Liturgists
4/3: Chris Doll
4/10:Lorie Hershberger
4/17: Bruce Gregory
4/24: Tarina Macklem

March Counters
Dennis Farwell
Pete Metters
Carol Ludlow

April Counters
Bob Stewart
Beth Montgomery
Jan Breckenridge

Sunday Schedule:
11:00 am Worship Service

Coffee & Fellowship Hour follows 
the service

Sunday School Schedule:
Adult Sunday School meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am 

at the church

    Finance Committee Report ~$$$$
**Monthly Needs for 2022 budget

Needed Monthly to meet budget:$14,147.00
Needed weekly to meet budget $3,523.75
Annual Per Capita: payment   $3,680.00

**Financial Report from : **
February 2022 Income and Expenses
Income and Donations:  $6,876.46
Payments and Payroll:  $8,679.54
Weekly Giving
Feb. 6th: $3,820.46
Feb. 13th: $1,038.00
Feb. 20th: $2018.00

The total 2022 per capita rate is $35.23 per person. 
That rate includes $8.98 for the Office of the 
General Assembly, $3.25 for the Synod of the 

Covenant and $23.00 for the presbytery.



Hello dear friends of First Presbyterian Church of Coldwater, Michigan,
 
 How good it is to be back with you again!!  As I write this letter I would like to share with 
you Lenten thoughts as Lent begins next week with Ash Wednesday on March 2, 2022!!  It’s 
right around the corner!

 The Ash Wednesday service is a worship service that also includes Holy Communion and 
the Imposition of Ashes for those who desire them.  That means that as you come forward for 
Holy communion you may choose to receive from me ashes on your forehead, symbolizing that 
we come from dust and to dust we will return, contrition, and hope for God’s future.

 Lent is a 6 week Season of the church year when we not only remember Christ’s suffering, 
but consider our place in God’s world and our mission in it.  God has placed each of us 
strategically where we can do the most good, and it is good for us to sit quietly and take a good, 
long look at what that might entail.  How can God use us?  Where and when can God use us?  
Are we available?

 To help us with this contemplation I am proposing that we have mid-week Wednesday 
night “Soup and Bread” suppers together at the church at 6:00 pm .  Nothing more because Lent 
is a spartan time in our lives as we consider all that Jesus has done for us.  These Lenten services 
will be on the theme of “Mercy of God” from different perspectives each week.  
So we will gather in our Fellowship Hall for (I hope) homemade soup and bread and continue for 
a short 20-30 minute worship service each Wednesday after Ash Wednesday and before 
Holy Week.  That means ideally we need 5 people to sign-up to bring homemade soup and 5 
people to sign up for bread and butter.  Nothing else will be served.  We may find as we go 
forward that we will need 2 people to bring soup, depending upon attendance.  I am hoping to 
offer you a respite in the middle of each week of Lent to contemplate, think, feel and respond at 
these mid-week Lenten offerings.  There will be a sign up sheet this Sunday  in Fellowship Hall 
for these 5 Wednesdays for soup and bread.  Thank you in advance for generously donating your 
time, skill and ingredients to help us engage in Lent together as the FPC community.
     
 I look forward to sharing Lent with you as a church and heralding in a joyous 
Easter in April.

God bless you all,
Susan



                             

What exactly is Lent?
      Lent is a 6 week segment of time between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday when we 
humble ourselves to contemplate Jesus’ great love for us in His willingness to go to the Cross to 
forgive us our sins.  

 It is a time of contrition, but more than that it is a time of awareness of how loved we are 
by God.  

 It is a renewal of our commitment to Christ and to His world.  

 We often like to skip Holy Week and proceed immediately from Palm Sunday’s procession 
to the Miracle of Easter, but we miss so much that God has for us when we don’t choose to walk 
with Jesus through this difficult week in His life.  

 We, together, can navigate those days with meaning and commitment as we journey.  

 Let’s do it together!

Ash Wednesday is a kind of pre-spring housecleaning, 
so that  the season to follow may be 

savory with fresh possibilities!



March Deacon In Charge
Karen Maxson

March Ushers
For the whole month of March -Pete and Cheryl Metters

Please let the Deacon in charge know if you are unable to usher.

Deacon in Charge reminder:

Flowers: Deacon in Charge for the month will be in charge of taking down the flowers from the 
chancel. Please check first with the person(s) who donated the flowers to see if they would like 
them. Remaining flowers should be delivered to Shut Ins or members of the congregation who 
might be in the hospital.

When removing the flowers – there are bags behind the alter to take the flowers downstairs 
without dripping. Please be careful not to touch the brass vases as the fingerprints are difficult to 
remove.

Cleaning the Sanctuary after the service: The Deacon in Charge and the Ushers pick up the 
Sanctuary after each service. That includes putting away bibles and hymnals, cleaning up 
bulletins and any debris left behind by the congregation. Please also check the status of pencils, 
offering envelopes, birthday/anniversary inserts in the pews and replenish as necessary. A 
supply of these is in the back of the sanctuary next to the attendance book.

On the last Sunday of the month, please turn the attendance sheet over for the following 
month, or if the sheet has already been used, the Deacon in Charge will pick up the clipboards 
at both ends of the pews and put them in church office

Communion Dates: 
March 6th, 2022
April 17th, 2022- Easter



Prayers: 
† Joe Penn, Cindy’s uncle, recovering from surgery on Feb 18, but has many complications.
† Terri Jones, who recently had skin cancer removed, Amber Henry’s mom. 
† Bob and Beth  Montgomery as they grieve the death of Scott Walker, who Bob has been his 
 guardian for 25 years.
† Benjamin Watkins and his parents, Katie and Patrick Watkins.  Benjamin was born in mid  
December with multiple health issues, including heart problems.  .(Friends of Linda Stewart)
† Jan Breckenridge recovering from  hip replacement surgery.
† Colin Patrick, Bob & Linda Stewart’s daughter in law’s, Melonie’s nephew,  he continues to have 
multiple seizures a day.   Colin’s family thanks you for your prayers and asks that they continue.
† Jackie Livensparger, (Lamar’s daughter -in law) test results show stage 1 cancer.
† Nancy Burkeen, coworker of Dennis Farwell, continuing treatment at Cancer Centers in Chicago, 
trying another type of Chemo, and looking for a trial for her type of cancer.  

Blessings For:
2/6
†Pastor Susan’s return
†Safe Travels
†Kind hearts

2/13
† Love, the ability to love and to be loved, because He loved us first! 
† An unchanging God! 
† The privilege to pray for others.

2/20
† A relief from the frigid temps.
† A week of celebrating unconditional love.
† Opportunities to serve the Lord

2/27
† Our personal Lent journey 
† Friendship
† the Word that guides us.



FPC Presbyterian Women
March Presbyterian Women

The Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team met on February 15 to finalize 
plans for the Presbyterian Women of the Lake Michigan Presbytery’s Annual 
Spring Gathering being held at our church on April 23, 2022.  Registration 
forms will be distributed to the women of our church as soon as we receive 
them.  All women of our church are invited to attend this event, so PLEASE 
SAVE THE DATE of 4/23/22.

PW recently sent out our annual appeal letter.  Please prayerfully consider giving 
to Presbyterian Women so that we may continue important missions both locally 
and abroad.  If you have any questions concerning the appeal letter, please see 
anyone on the coordinating team.

Deborah Circle continues to meet the 2nd Monday of the month at 10:00 am in 
the small dining room.  Our study book, What My Grandmothers Taught Me, 
continues to give us insight into the women in the Bible.  
Sarah Circle will resume meeting in April after a winter hiatus. They meet at 
3:00 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of the month.
If you’re not already a member of a circle, please consider joining either Deborah 
or Sarah Circle.

As always, we appreciate your support of Presbyterian Women!

PW Coordinating Team,
Jan Corey, Chris Doll, Carol Ludlow, Beth Montgomery, Sue Paarlberg, 
and Linda Stewart.

FPC’s Outreach Report
Diaper Pantry Work Schedule for March
3/3: Jan C. and Jan B.
3/10: Linda P. and Jan C. 
3/17: Chris D. and Rita S.
3/24: Lois and Dean W.
3/31: Cindy F. and Ashlyn

Branch County Food Pantry
47 pounds of food was collected for the Food Pantry for February 

The item of the month for March is canned fruit, but please, no applesauce.



BIRTHDAYS
Dorothy Burrows        03/01
Velma Cole              03/13
Rev. Monte Reichenberg 03/13
Jan Breckenridge       03/16
Donald Paarlberg       03/21

A Note from the Office
For the month of March we should truly focus on 

God’s goodness in our lives. We would love to 
share your testimonies and praises weekly.

 
“O Lord, you are my God;

   I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,

   plans formed of old, faithful and sure
 Isaiah  25:1

March and April Event dates...
3/2/22- Ash Wednesday, more info to follow
3/6/22- 1st Sunday in Lent 
3/9/22- Wednesday Lent Dinner
3/13/22- 2nd Sunday in Lent
3/16/22- Wednesday Lent Dinner
3/13/22- Daylight Saving begins
3/20/22- 3rd Sunday in Lent 
3/23/22- Wednesday Lent Dinner
3/27/22- 4th Sunday in Lent  
3/30/22- Wednesday Lent Dinner
4/3/22- 5th Sunday in Lent
4/10/22- Palm/Passion Sunday
4/14/22- Maundy Thursday
4/15/22- Good Friday
4/17/22- Resurrection of the Lord/ Easter Day
4/23/22- Presbytery of Lake Michigan, 
Presbyterian Women’s Spring Gathering here at 
FPC.

Free Medical Clinic
The clinic hours are:
Thursdays from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm

If you have questions about the clinic you can 
call the church office during church office hours 
or the clinic during clinic hours at 
517-278-6068.

Stay safe and healthy! 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day:
Wednesday March 2nd Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Isa. 58:1-12, Ps. 51:1-17, 
2Cor.5:2b-6:10, Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21

3-6-22-Deut. 26:1-11, Ps. 91:1-2,9-16, 
Rom. 10:8b-13, Luke 4:1-13

3-13-22- Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18, Ps. 27, 
Phil. 3:17-4:1, Luke 13:31-35

3-20-22- Isa. 55:1-9, Ps. 63:1-8, 
1 Cor. 10:1-13, Luke 13:1-9

3-27-22- Josh. 5:9-12, Ps. 32:2, 
2 Cor. 5:16-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

4-3-22- Josh. 5:9-12, Ps. 32, 2 Cor. 5:16-21, 
Luke 15:1-13, 11b-32

Holy Week
4-10-22- Luke 19:28-40, Ps. 118:1-2,19-
29,Isa. 50:4-9, Ps. 31:9-16, Phil. 2:5-11, 
Luke 23:1-49
4-11-22-Isa. 42:1-9, Ps. 36:5-11, Heb. 9:11-
15, John 12:1-11
4-12-22-Isa. 49:1-7, Ps. 71:1-14, I cor. 
1:18-31, John 12:20-36
4-13-22- Isa. 50:4-9, Ps. 70, Heb. 12:1-3, 
John 13:1-17,31b-35



“God has made everything beautiful in its time. God has also set eternity 
in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from be-

ginning to end.”
      Ecclesiastes 3:11

Flowers for Easter
Each year, the Lilies in our sanctuary are a beautiful
 tribute to those we honor, whether as a memorial, 

or an opportunity to say “we love you” to our 
family and friends.

This year you have the choice of ordering 
lilies for $10.60 each or 
Tulips, Daffodils, or Hyacinths for $15.00 each. 
These beautiful flowers are purchased through 
Neitzert’s Greenhouse.

Please return form to church office by April 3rd, 2022
 and make checks payable to the 

First Presbyterian Church.



Name:_____________________________________________

$10.60ea. � Lily   $15.00 ea.�Tulip� Daffodils �Hyacinths  
I will: � take mine home

I will: � leave mine to be distributed. 
(Shut Ins, Nursing Homes, or Food Pantry )

 �  �  Name:_____________________________

 �  �  Name:_____________________________

 �  �  Name:_____________________________

 �  �  Name:_____________________________

 �  �  Name:_____________________________

 �  �  Name:_____________________________

 �  �  Name:_____________________________

Cash______________ Or Check (#) ___________________

Total amount enclosed_______________________________

Check the box for  either Memory or Honor
In Memory In Honor
      of  of



Recipes
Irish Beef Stew
Ingredients:
    1 tablespoon olive oil
    1 pound stew meat, cut into 1-inch cubes
 salt and pepper, to taste
    2 cloves garlic, minced
    1 onion, diced
    1 leek, thinly sliced
    2 carrots, peeled and diced
    1 tablespoon tomato paste
    1 cup beef broth
    1 cup dark stout beer* ( OR beef broth)
    2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley leaves
    1 teaspoon fresh thyme leaves
    1 bay leaf
    2 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted
    2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
    1/2 cup frozen peas
For the garlic mashed potatoes
    2 pounds russet potatoes, peeled and quartered
    4 cloves garlic
    1/2 cup half and half*
    2 tablespoons unsalted butter
    Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste

Ice Box Dessert
Ingredients:
    2 cups Graham Crackers, crushed
    4 tablespoons Butter or Margarine, melted
    1 pkg (8 oz) Cream Cheese, softened
    2 cups Milk
    1 pkg. (small box) Instant Vanilla Pudding 
    1 tub (8 oz) Whipped Topping,
  thawed, divided in half
    Fresh Strawberries, cut into quarters
   Fresh blueberries, washed
   Fresh raspberries, washed

Directions: 
To make the garlic mashed potatoes, place potatoes and 
garlic in a large stockpot or Dutch oven and cover with cold 
water by 1 inch. Bring to a boil and cook until tender, about 
15-20 minutes; drain well and return to the stockpot.
Stir in half and half and butter. Using a potato masher, mash 
until smooth and creamy; set aside.
Heat olive oil in a large stockpot or Dutch oven over me-
dium heat. Season beef with salt and pepper, to taste. Add 
beef to the stockpot and cook until evenly browned, about 
2-3 minutes; set aside.
Add garlic, onion, leek and carrots to the stockpot. Cook, 
stirring occasionally, until tender, about 3-4 minutes. Stir in 
tomato paste until well combined, about 1 minute.
Whisk in beef broth, beer, parsley, thyme, bay leaf and 
beef; season with salt and pepper, to taste. Bring to a boil; 
reduce heat, cover and simmer until the beef is tender, 
about 90 minutes.
In a small bowl, combine butter and flour. Add mixture 
to the stockpot until thickened, about 2-3 minutes. Stir in 
frozen peas until heated through, about 1-2 minutes.
  
 Serve immediately with garlic mashed potatoes

Mix graham cracker crumbs and butter until well com-
bined, press into bottom of 13 x 9 pan.
Beat cream cheese in large bowl until creamy, gradually 
add the milk, mixing well after each addition.
Add dry pudding mix, beat 1 minute.
Gently fold in whipped topping, spread over crust.
Place in fridge to chill for about 15 minutes.
Cover with remaining whipped topping. Add fresh berries
Chill for at least 30 minutes.



Kids and Adults alike Connection...







Come Join Us On Sunday
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am ~Worship Service

12:00 pm Coffee and Fellowship

Handicapped accessible building

Meet our Church Staff       

Pastor, Rev. Susan Reichenberg
Adult Bell Choir Director, Rita Snyder

Administrative Assist, Cindy Fickle
Office Assistance, Amber Henry

Custodian, Rob Denniston
Accompanist, Liz Mowen

First Presbyterian Church    52 Marshall  Street, Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone:  517-278-6068        2nd# 517-278-7848     

Church E-mail Address: ColdwaterFPC@gmail.com
cindypresby@hotmail.com for Administrative Assistant

Website: https://www.firstprescoldwater.org

Rev. Susan Reichenberg    (567)242-8722   sreichenberg8227@gmail.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
52 MARSHALL STREET
COLDWATER, MI 49036

March 2022
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